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~ Keep It Hawaiian
_Xperience aloha-style ‘xmplm Ity t

| B ; - : : ;

: . He's raced in the Molokai Hoe, the world champmnship
- of outrigger-canoe racing that starts on the shores of Molokai
- and finishes 41 miles later at Waikiki Beach on Oahu. Chang is

- also the first Native Hawaiian to chair the Hawaii Tourism Author- -
- ity (HTA), and he understands the Hawaiian proverb, pupukahi
- holomua, or “unite in order to progress.” In paddling, it's called :

: teamwork. and it’s a strategy recently adopted by the HTA.
Established in 1998 as an agency to advocate Hawaii’s tour-
¢ ism industry, the HTA manages the Tourism

1anks in part to the HTA’s lcz-ldcrship.

DOUGLAS KAHIKINA CHANG 1S A CANOE PADDLER. :

Kamehameha Celebration on the Big Island honors Hawaifs
* first monarch with a parade of floral floats, marching bands and
- women on horseback wearing elaborately-decorated pau skirts.
© The Aloha Festivals, established in 1946 and held every Septem-
" ber, are weeklang celebrations of hula, chanting, crafts, music and
food — the only statewide cultural festival in the nation,
Hawaii visitors today can expect to find greater reverence
: and respect for the culture and environment. That’s because the
HTA, under the leadership of Chang and together with the lacal
comimunity, is working hard to make another

¢ Special Fund, financed by the transient accom-
- modations tax By funding its own programs,
the HTA encourages the preservation of the
Hawaiian culture and environment. It also rec-

.~ ognizes other organizations and businesses that
sponsor cultural events or activities as part of
- the HTA’s Keep It Hawaii program.

- “Our focus over the last few years has been
- bringing balance back to tourism.” Chang said.
- “If there is a balance between the visitor indus-

try and our local communities, we create long-

“If there is a
balance
the visitor
industry and our
local communi-

ties, we create
long-term ILIJ
nnmhfp& That

'\li\-ldlﬂJblltl\

Hawaiian adage hold true: Flo omoe wai kahi ke
kao o. “Let’s all travel together like water flowing

Al in one direction.” hawaiitourismauthority.org
perween &

— KIM STEUTERMANN ROGERS

- term relationships. That's sustainability”
That's also teamwork

On the environmental front, the HTA supported the County

- of Hawaii in a pilot program placing park rangers at Waipio Sce-

¢ nic Overlook on the Big Island; the rangers serve an educarional

- role, pointing out native plants and sharing the sacred history

: of the area. On Maui, the HTA sponsored the Pacific Whale

Foundation in its creation and distribution of an informational

. brochure on Hawaii’s sea turtles, and on Kauai, HTA workers :

- helped Hui o Laka remove invasive plants in Kokee State Park.

*Authenticity is important to our visitors. They can see right :
through a fabricared experience.” Chang said. “The visitor today :
© wants to feel that they have experienced something, They don’t :

want to be observers anymore; they want to be participants.”
Accordingly, the HTA looks to support events and organi-

zations thar directly involve the visitor. For example, ar Kauai's
Kokee State Park’s Banana Poka RoundUp in May, volunteers :
help pull the non-native banana poka vine and then learn how :
to weave it into baskets. At the Prince Kuhio Celebration held :
_ the Hawaiian arts of :
. quilting, weaving, wood carving and tapa making June’s King

each March on Kauai, visitors witness

ISLANDS com




B GET SMART
: To encourage healthy human-
_ - dolphin interactions in the wild, the
- Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
s [ 3 ] . (FKNMS) has teamed up with the gov-

Lonely Planet's Code Green - 2 :

(510.09) offers a world's.+ ernmentand private business partners
: great suggestions ¢ 1o launch its Dolphin SMART program.
7 Wklie o pipel es . Participating wild-dolphin-watching
BoosiTonga's sconomy by . charter operators will be identified by
snorkeling with humpback © the Dolphin SMART logo and agree to

kgl Al - follow prescribed guidelines, including
an oell s } =1 ) . . f

| hawkshillturtles inthe | Ke€ping a safe distance, moving cau-

+ Howlck Islands of Australia’s - J[i'DLIS|31r and not ailowing their QUBStSTO

GreatBarrierReel.  : feed, touch or swim with these friendly
; . and curious cetaceans. This is the kind

- of conservation policy that is typical

. of the 17-year-old, Key West-based

. marine sanctuary, whose mission is

: to protect the Florida Keys' coral reef

- — North America's only living-coral

. barrier reef—and

. its playful critters,

. too. delphinsmart.org

: — SUZANNE GERBER

~ =~ With Green Places to Stay
Support a Grouper

Oscar, a 40-inch porato grouper, occupies
ashallow cave off Chumbe Island between the
Tanzanian coast and Zanzibar. He's chosenagood
home, considering that others of his species who live  #MP -"|3";"' ol i
13 miles down-current constitute 90 percentof the  © 74 1 | .._I.U.l.l, ::lL.Imir,ﬁ
locals’ protein in Zanzibar's capital. In the not-for- :  judged o al criteria,
profir Chumbe Island Coral Park, though, expansive
hard-coral formations are his playground, snorkel-
ers cruise by hawksbill rurtles and blue-spotted
stingrays are commonplace and fishing is prohibited.
Since 1994, fishermen-turned-park-rangers have
patrolled these waters, allowing fish populations
to swell and coral to thrive, which has bolstered
tourism, environmental education and research,
Support this private marine park’s work by book-
ing an eco-bungalow (think solar panels, rainwater ~ :
collection and c:lptul‘{:d Indian Ocean trade winds_}_ ; [ 5 ]
From your bungalow you'll see the 1904 lighthouse r;—:; El_hic:“ L;I'r f“ftt;:"_'di
commissioned by the o S loety: Whan
Sultan of Zanzibar arn
and watch dhows sail
past the mutl'lf'ing reef
Rates from $330 are
maostly all-inclusive.
chumbeisland. com sl
— TIM JACOB ¢ triguing JACHIE O ANTONIO

you visit
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i To preserve and celebrate the

island's colorful past, the St. Croix Landmarks Society established

the Heritage Trail, which links a variety of historical sites; including
schools, churches, forts and botanical gardens. At one of the stops,
the Estate Whim Plantation Museum, you can tour extensive grounds,
seean 18th-century coral-stone great house, visit a restored mill or
just enjoy the shade of a-300-year-old tamarind tree. An illustrated map
of the Heritage Trail is available at shops arcund St. Croix and on the
society's website. Use the map for a self-guided driving tour and for
tips on local foed, music and patois: Or join a monthly, guided Ruins
Ramble, a hike-and-talk excursion through one of the island's raraly
visited former plantations. sicroixfandmarks.com— JoAN TAPPER




Find Sanctuar
Step ashore on Guana Island, and
you'll enter a sanctuary. The American own-
ers of this private British Virgin isle have
created a refuge for Caribbean wildlife as
well as for travelers seeking an elemental-
yet-luxurious tropical escape. As one of the
maximum 36 guests, you'll likely never see
another person as you roam this 850-acre
island, where iguana-trod trails climb tall
hills, offering spectacular views of sea-
splashed coves. You can watch rare Carib-
bean roseate flamingos wade across an
inland salt pond, tour organic orchards that
supply the resort's kitchen, snorkel amid
protected reefs or just relax on one of the
island's seven perfect beaches. Every Oc-
tober the owners turn the entire island over
to working scientists
‘ who've made Guana's
5 ‘ flora and fauna some of
I 8 the best-studied in the
' | entire region. Rates from
i ‘ $775 are all-inclusive,
[ | | guana.com— BOB FRIEL
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' g WATCH A PARADE
- = Just before sunset, the first

. of 233 blue penguins waddles

. out of the South Pacific and

. ontoa beach on the east coast

. of New Zealand's South |sland.
. From seats a few yards fromthe
- shoraline, onlookers watch asthe :
. world's smallest penguins shake :
. beads of water off their midnight- :
- blue plumage and return to their  :
. nests. After a day of feeding in

- the water, the penguins instinc-
. tively return every evening to

- the Damaru Blue Penguin Colony,
. where they restand breed. This
- former harbor quarry was handed : §
. over for the exclusive use of the
. colony in 1992. Admission fees
. fund education and conserva-

. tion efforts, which have helped

. ing blue penguin pairs. Rates

. from about $17 for a behind-the-
. scenes tour and the evening

. viewing. penguins.co.nz—TJ

quadruple the number of breed-

§| Y Plant aCoral Garden
ll The Maldives have long been
b © atop dive destination, but global
- warming has raised water temperatures
. enough to bleach (a process that can
. starve coral to death) 70 percent of
: the once-opulent reefs. In the North
¢ Male Atoll two resorts are making
¢ heroic efforts to reverse the damage:
: Banyan Tree's resort on Vabbinfaru
- and Angsana Resort & Spa Maldives
- Thuru. The Banyan Tree Maldives Marine
Lahoratory, led by Azeez Hakeem, has
. created effective programs to grow and
. transplant corals, protect sea turtles,
. educate locals and involve resort guests.
. Guests are invited to attend free edu-
: cational seminars, and divers can plant
} : new coral gardens on the house reef
} - and remove invasive predators like the
: crown-of-thorns starfish. As Director

i Hakeem said, “We must conserve and
¢ preserve the reef at any cost because if
: thereef is gone, we are gone,”

¢ banyantree.com: angsana.com — SG




a . DRINK TEA

: Purchase a box of organic
. Lemon Ceylon Green tea or Cey-
* lon Chal tea from Alter Eco Fair

- Trade, and you'll directly support
- 700 farming families working

* cooperative land in the Sri Lankan

highlands.
| Sweeten
| that tea with
1 1 ‘ a spoon-
ful of Alter
L | | Eco'sorganic
E L | ground-cane
—  sugarwith

 hints of vanilla from Negros Island

: in the southern Philippines, and

. benefit 400 cooperative farmers

¢ working communal land that once
. belonged to wealthy landowners.
. The San Francisco-based compa-
: ny buys organic products — from
. coffee to chocolate — directly

. from farmers in 42 cooperatives

: spread across 35 countries. By

: paying fair wages and providing

. access to the world economy,

. Alter Eco helps marginalized

: farmers become self-sufficient

. and even profitable, all the while
. encouraging environmentally-

: sound agriculture. One tea box:

: $4.99: one pound of sugar: $3.99.

. altereco-usa.com — JAD DAVENPORT

12
Travel Green

The International
Ecotourism Society
uses its 17 years of

gxperience to teacl

local organizati
around the world how
to be truly green, Visit
their website to find

appro eco-trips

and sustainable travel
tips. Gat involved by
attending the group's
ego-1t 5 ntar-
ences ovide
a clearinghouse of

responsible-travel infor-

| ¢ fish, crocodile fish and mating

- indicator species that
| i proves with its rising

In its 12 years of operation, Wakatobi
© Dive Resort on the island of Sulawesi, Indone-
© sia, has helped preserve 600-plus species of
- reef-building corals that surround the island.
- enhancing the health of an unparalleled array of
© marine life. Here divers can observe
© six varieties of pygmy sea horses,
: a rare blue-ringed octopus, leaf

'5 Save a Reef

: mandarin fish. You can also swim
: among dozens of spe-
¢ cies of butterflyfish, an

- numbers that the

: marine environment
- is becoming healthier.
© This success is driven
© by Wakatobi's Collab-
. orative Reef Conser-
vation Project, which
: unites resorts and

- locals in the fight to protect the reefs. Usinga

- portion of their profits, Wakatobi's owners lease
© sections of the reef from villagers and fisher-
men. They also supply locals with free electric-
ity from the resort’s generators and provide

* funding for school projects, sporting events and
. community infrastructure. In exchange. the is-

- landers have gradually taken ownership of their
- reefs, no longer overfishing or polluting them.

. At Walarobi, everyone — the guests, the resort
. owners and the locals — becomes a marine

- steward. Seven-night all-inclusive rates from

. $1.940 per person. wakatobi.com — $G
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Have ngh Ho es
When Canadian

ck Birch C':tﬂbll'%ht.d
Small Hope Bay Lodge, a dive resort on the Baha-
mian island of Andros in 1960, sustainability was
something that happened naturally, The main

lodge and 20 cottages overlooking one of the larg-

est reefs on the planer were all hand-built from
limestone blocks and native Andros pines; guests
were served produce grown in island gardens and
fish caught during season on the reef. Dick passed
| away in 1996, but his son Jeff, who now manages
the eco-lodge, continues the legacy. Jeff worked
with locals to found the Andros Conservancy and
| Trust. which protects the island’s native forests,
| blue holes (pictured above) and pristine reef from
clear-cut logging, industrial mining and commer-
| cial fishing. Small Hope Bay Lodge was recently
| affiliated with Green Globe, the first step in
becoming certified. Jeff says his father would have
been proud. “He always raught us that we have a
symbiotic relationship with nature. Take care of
nature, and nature will take care of you.” All-
inclusive rates from $418, smallhope.com — D
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Schmooze Over

Cocktails
At the weekly cocktail
party at Jamaica's Villas
on Bluefields Bay, meet
locals who are always
on hand to share their
culture with guests.
When visitors learn more
about the needs of the
local community, they
are often inspirad to get
involved. For instance,
one guest donated 22
computers and provided
networking capabilities to
help create a computer-
training program.The
resort adds a 2-percent
community fee to villa
rentals, using it to fund
worthwhile projects like
early-childhood education
programs and anti-litter
campaigns. At Bluefields,
social networking creates
meaningful tourism.
Villas from $3,500 per
week, bluefieldsvillas.com
— BRENDA FINE

] pedal power.

CLIMB A TREE

Remember the joy you felt

: as a child, escaping high into the

: leafy boughs of a sturdy old tree?

: On Britain's Isle of Wight, Goodleaf
. Tree Climbing takes you back to this
. magical world of green, but this

. time you'll be safely outfitted with :
. a harness, helmet and ropes before :
. you climb 50 feet up into the :
: canopy of a magnificent English
: oak. Swing a little, hang upside
- down or chill out in a tree hammock °
. before you rappel back to earth, '
- where snacks (locally-made

. pastries and fair-trade tea) await
: the young-at-heart. Another treat:
: Part of your climbing fee, through
- the non-profit Trees for Life, helps
- replant U.K. forests. From $71; save '

5 percent by arriving via public
Lo transporkoer

goodleafco.uk :
— JENNICA
PETERSON




Thread a Needle

: In Bali's artistic and cul-

- tural center of Ubud, Threads of Life
¢ works with the nonprofit Yayasan

| | Pecinta Budaya Bebali Foundation

| - to preserve the ancient Indonesian

: traditions of textile arts and weav-

* ing. Tucked down a lane near the

. Pura Desa, Ubud's main temple, the
. Threads of Life Gallery sells hand-

¢ woven, naturally dyed textiles that

- are used as ceremonial dress, ritual
- gifts and religious offerings in their
: communities of origin, The sale of

: these pieces, commissioned directly
- from weavers' cooperatives, helps

- support the economic develop-

. ment and cultural integrity of more

* than a thousand weavers working

* throughout Indonesia. You can also

. enroll in a textile appreciation class

* to learn more about the motifs and

- functional uses of hand-woven cloth
ek __ inIndonesian life.
| Classes from $20.

threadsoflife.com
G | — MAURINE SHIMLOCK,

5 - Go Paddlmg
Ontl he 1121 lHl 1na «‘5-!‘ \'ir-'

Levu, steep canyon w: all Hdiu;‘n d with

; 111\«\-t1iu|1111 111e LCJUL liLL‘l'J- [ GETREST | |

. per Navua River as your raft rushes ‘| Onafour-day Responsible ‘ :

. th wug" its Class 1 [Tr wadk More than Ecological Social Tours |
1O miies of verdant r m!su'n.ﬂ abut the : l Pm’”’“R_E.STH”Pm ;
: 3 - 1 o8 : KohYao MNoi in the Anda- ‘ :
river and its canyons, and Rivers Fiji : okl i onsin -_

LwWants to kee A it llltlL way. T hat's why fishina nets with locals |
L| e rafting co mpany has teamed with and then join them to fish

: 1 il at nightfall. & modest jli:e
loca u tHatag ‘n or lz I\n‘gﬂ\‘ lllllf\_' L_‘il‘-llp‘\ : | family home is your hotel | :
and the ‘\u ve Land and Trust Board b room; the fish you just | :

.k~[ rotect this area IUJJUH pote LPlI_._ : caught, served fiery hot, is
5 dinner; and your hostmay | ©
teach you how to make [

. threats fron 1L>Uxmuu1u grave el e

-.|_1I] ['Ji(\l_l‘ wLI; a] \\l! ‘||'>.|\.1]||\|| el ! | kanom tom, a coconut- |
trip, Rivers Fiji :1._1|\w;l lease payment to : | £rid-gararnal Contoction,
] : for dessert. Because trips :
: local families and villages, w hich benefit :| e pannedandmanaged | :
more from tot I[1*II‘Llhl.tlﬂ_\-]'.rl"'.titlh : by locals and profits are '
Job opportunities for local youth and : poured back intocul- |

{ 4o tural projects and ocean ]
donations to schools conservation, travel with | : B
| ur |.|1q:! ensure that : REST brings you closer to ‘
. these canvor : KohYao Mol while keeping

[ s the sea it depends on

i Wil remain grectl .| healthy. Four-day trips de-
| ii T year s o come : parting Phuket from $369
| :

pper '\ A I!. : are nearly all-inclusive.
: restonih —Jp

—— 1

trs +'

| rive
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Save an Island

Seacology partners with island pupul;-.lt'ions to save their environment.

THINK A VOLUNTEER VACATION MEANS NOTHING
but work> A Seacology trip to Fiji will change your :
opinion. Seacology’s island projects range from establishing
a marine reserve to providing running water, and you may be :
thanked for your efforts with a traditional feast of roast pig :
and other local dishes while islanders per-
form elaborately costumed spear dances in
which everyone is encouraged to participate.
As a nonprofit, nongovernmental con-
servation organization, Seacology works to
preserve fragile island environments and

cultures around the globe, sponsoring more
than 160 projects on 90 different islands.
Individuals who contribute at least $1,000
are invited to witness firsthand (at an ad-
ditional expense) Seacology's projects in
all corners of the globe, from Chumbe Is-
land, Pemba Island and the Maldives in the
Indian Ocean to Papua New Guinea and
Vanuatu in the South Pacific.

*Seacology is about mutnal trust. We
offer to build schools or hospitals and pro- :
vide solar energy, medical equipment or a water supply for :
island villages.” explained Dr. Paul Alan Cox, the founder :
of Seacology. who is also an ethnoboranist and a former
mountaineering instructor. “In return, the villages promise
to protect their rainforest or coral reef. This can be a big :

for other

“One of the
hallmarks of a
.‘_\L‘L‘.C(.‘rl{'.lg‘} trip
is that donors

lld\’L‘ | gnnd

time doing good

and we do our
utmost to show
our respect for
the indigenous
culture.”

-

sacrifice for them, since they may have little local support.”
According to Dr. Cox, villagers show a keen interest in Sea-
cology projects and volunteers. *They like to see our people
at work, look into our souls and determine if we are worthy
partners in such an endeavor. We usually have a meal with
the villagers, listen to their stories and often
dance or sing with them.

“One of the hallmarks of a Seacology trip is
that donors have a good time doing good for
other people,” Cox said. "and we do our ut-
most to show our respect for the indigenous
culture.” However, this does not mean you
have to rough it or tote bricks to help build a
new footpath ar bridge. “If we can have a luxu-
ry dive boat or a four-star hotel as our base, so
much the berter,” Cox added with a smile.

Upcoming Seacology scuba-diving trips
include the Red Sea. You'll travel with an
experienced crew on the Royal Explorer, sleep
in one of 12 private cabins with en-suite
bathrooms, and photograph rare marine life

FL'UP £,

in Seacology-funded marine sanctuaries.
Donor Trips for 2008: Madagasear and South Africa, May
10-24. from $4,250; Red Sea Diving Expedition, November
6-20, price TBD; Jean-Michel Cousteau Fiji Islands Resort,

- August 11-18, from $2360. All rates per person, based on

double occupancy. seacology.com — LANIE GOODMAN

December 2007
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Thecoral reefs
surrounding Fiji are
fragile environ-
ments. Opposife,
from left:Viani
school kids in Fiji;
EcoReef instal-
lation at Manado
Tua in Indonesia;
Fiji beach; floating
market in the Solo-
mon Islands.




Soak in Kiwi

Hike up and over Mount Tongariro
on New Zealand's North Island, and you'll
pass isolated waterfalls, ancient lava flows,
sacred lakes and valley views that extend to
the horizon. Flying Kiwi helps preserve this
scenic wonderland by transporting travel-
ers to destinations where they hike, paddie,
swim, cycle and camp their way toward fewer
carbon emissions and minimal ecological im-
pact. Flying Kiwi operates a continuous loop
of specially outfitted buses (think onboard
sinks, mini-libraries and bike racks) that stop
at campgrounds with tent and cabin ac-
commodations. Try the Grand Traverse from
Auckland on North Island to Queenstown on
‘ South Island. Go straight through in 15 days
| | - or delve deeper into local culture
: with an extended break at any
stop, hitching a ride with the next
bus. Rates from about $1,200 per
person, flvingkiwi.com —T.

P Cruise the Galapagos
Snorkeling with penguins

© and gazing into the eyes of a dusty

: land tortoise that may have once
blinked at Darwin are (_mi},‘ a few of

lapagos Islands.
To protect these
timeless experi-

an Ecuadorian
m(pediti:m -Cruise
company, has

\ become a certified member of

\ Rainforest Alliance’s Smart Voyager
- program, which involves meeting
Srict requirements for low cnergy

. consumption, water conservation

. and recycling. Recently, Ecoventura
. partnered with the World Wild-

+ life Fund to create the Galapagos

. Marine Biodiversity Fund, which

. grants local students scholarships

PRACTICE THE
- ART OF POTLATCH

i 273 On Quadra Island, just off
! me= Vancouver Island’s central
: eastcoast, pay tribute to the

: Kwakwakawakw people at the

: Nuyumbalees Cultural Centre,

: which brings to life their sacred

: potlatch (gift-giving, feast-

* ing and dancing) ceremony.

- Exhibits include pieces from

. a priceless collection of more
- than 400 original potlatch

. artifacts, including whistles,

* long-beaked bird masks, cedar-
- bark skirts and wristlets. The

- ‘artifacts were seized after the
- Canadian government banned
: the potlatch in 1885 and were
* returned in 1979, Admission
 from $15. 250-285-3733

: 24 Chooseafour-night sum- -
- mess mer cruise with Mothership -
: . Adventures for an up-close expe- :
. the daily wonders that unfold among © rience of First Nations culture

¢ the lava-stone, cactus-prickled Ga-

929

: with Lillian Hunt, a Namgis

. tribe member, as your cultural
: interpreter. Be one of only 10
- guests to sail the wilderness :
. waters near her ancestral home !

_- an northeastern VBI"ICOLI\I'B[
ences, Ecoventura,

- Island aboard the 22-passenger

: classic wooden yacht, Cofum-

. bia 1. You'll visit ancient First

. Mation sites, including beaches
: with clam-shell middens and

. acentury-old burial ground

. guarded by mortuary totems,

¢ From $1,600 per person.

: mothershipadventures.com

5 This is no ordinary canoe

: me slicing through the waves
. of Clayoquot Sound on the

. west coast of Vancouver Island.
i The wolf-head prow created by
. master canoe-carver Joe Martin
. reflects the tradition passed :
: down by his late father, aTla-o-
- qui-aht tribal chief. Your Tla-ook

: to study tourism and natu-
rﬂ["resﬂurct‘ 111;1n:|gemer1t S0
. Darwin’s wonderful “labora-
. tory” will continue
- to educate future
: generations of

- environmental-

Cultural Adventures guide will
likely be one of Joe's daugh-
ters, Tsimka or Gisele. Gisele |
also founded a nonprofit f
society which takes First Na-
tions children into
their traditional
territories to
learn the outdoor
skills of their
ancestors, Rates
from $44. Haook
LCOM — JANICE
MUC ALOY

. ists. Seven-night
. © trips from $2.450
per person for a

. : double cabin. eco
¢ oventira.com — JD
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CLEANUPY There's no mistaking where you are when dining on the beachatthe
Pirates' Nest. This all-Aruba cultural feast includes native fare accompanied by local musicas a
local historian strolls past, regaling diners with folklore and storfes of the istand's heritage. This
weekly event at Bucuti Beach Resort is just one example of your hast's dedication fo the lacal cul-
ture and environment. Owner Ewald Biemans is the island’s tireless advecate for sustainable tolr-
ism through programs like Turtugaruba, ch protects sea turtle nests and hatchlings. At Spon-
sor-a-Mile, a monthly beach clean-up, you can work on your tan while volunteering alongside hotel
staff to keep the coast clear. At the resort, evarything from the front desk to the beach barto the
pirate-themed restaurant follows Biemans' sustainable philosophy, including solar-heated water,
extensive energy-saving strategies and a strict recycling program. The result has bean six straight
years of Green Globe-certification, a history worth sharing. From $210. buculi.con — 808 FRIEL
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Forego Four Walls
St. Lucia’s world-famous Pitons
remain a constant, awe-inspir-
ing presence as you pad around
your romantic, open-air, three-
walled suite at Ladera. The
entire Green Globe-certified resort, built
with local wood and stone, seamlessly melds
with the mountain forest. Solar water heat-
ers, organic linens, wildlife-friendly lighting
and a restaurant with a locally sourced menu
all ensure that Ladera’s footprint on the
environment remains minimal. Even spoiling

yourself with a treasure from the boutique is
gui[t--ﬂ'cc, as a portion of each purchase goes
to the Good Works Fund. one of Ladera’s
community-outreach programs. The resort
also gives to food charities, Supports a local
school and an old-age home, and assists staff
members with their children’s educations.
Rares from $310. ladera.com — BOB FRIEL

28
MONEY TALKS

Ethical Traveler,
which grew out of
the San Francisco-
based Earth Island
[nstitute, uses the
L\C(]ﬂUI"iC P’J\\'L‘T' (']'i'_

travelers (or “ac-
cidental ambassa-

dors”) to protect the
environment and
human rights in the

: | countries they visit.
: | The grassroots web-

site offers guidelines
for ethical travel,
including how to
bargain fairly with
local vendors and
how to spend your
dollars in ways that
benefit the local
economy, ethical
traveler.org — RG

 Combat Invaders ;
For its long-standing effortto :

- perpetuate Hawaiian culture, Lima-

- huli Garden and Preserve on Kauai :
- was awarded top honors this year by '
. Keep It Hawaii, the Hawaii Tourism
- Authority's statewide recognition

. program. A branch of the statewide

: National Tropical Botanical Garden,

: Limahuli has undertaken projects

: that include restoring lava-rock

: taro terraces (some of which date

: back 700 to 1,000 years), cultivating

: ancient varieties of taro, rappelling

. down cliffs to hand-pollinate the

: rare alula plant and rediscovering

- and propagating kokio keokeo, a

. fragrant, native white hibiscus that

- was once believed extinct. Tour the

. garden at the foot of Mount Makana

: to see examples of Limahuli's work,

. or take in one of the special lei-

. making workshops. You must be a

. member in order
. to participatein |
: the workshop.

. Admission from

: $15. ntbg.org

i — KSR
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30 Stay Over Water

== (..!Imdl‘(‘ change is a serious issuc in the
Maldives, where rising sea levels and coastal
erosion in the Indian Ocean could erase most

of this lowarchipelago within 100 years. Soneva
Gili & Six Senses Spa, an over-water complex on
Lankanfushi Island. is cmnbating g[ubaf warming
through a series of initiatives that include using
FuCi'l.'.'F{:ll:i{f!'lt motors on 3” i::{jats }lﬂd. L’Et‘Ctrii:'
powered golf carts: planting several thousand
native trees to prevent wave erosion; reducing

energy consumption thmugh a stringent recy-
cling program; and composting organic waste.
The resort even invites local children out for thd
trips, teaching them about conservation so they
can Coﬂt{]ﬂlﬂ fhe quE’H[ o Pl’{_’!\'(_‘l_'n'{_' Th&'il— ih‘lﬂﬂd_
Rates from $1,055 per night. sixsenses.cont — JD
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GET THE CARD

Can a round of golf help
the environment? On
Spain's Balearic Islands it
might. Here, being green
is as easy as exploring
Pollenca's Roman ruins;
touring Frederick Chopin's
one-time winter home, the
Valldemossa monastery;
listening to an underground
concert in Hams Caves;
or teeing off at Canyamel
Golf, a rolling course over-
looking the Mediterranean.
That's because these and
1,000-plus other venues
across Mallorca, Menorca,
Ibiza and Formentera offer
perks (like discounts of up
to 50 percent) to holders of
the government-sponscred
Targeta Verda, or “green
card." The dual aim of the
card, sold at hotels and
tourist offices for $14
and valid for 15 days, is fo
promote local businesses
while funding conserva-
tion efforts. targefaverda
COM — SARAH ANDREWS

Go to the Beach
Thirty-five years ago, the

. owners of Puntacana Resort & Club

: recognized the impact their 15,000-

: acre Dominican Republic property
would have on local people and the

: environment. So after building a

: school for their employees’ children,
- they formed the Puntacana Eco-

- logical Foundation. Its offshoot, the

: Center for Sustainability and Biodi-
versity, partners with major U.S. uni-
: versities on issues facing the island,
such as ocean-water quality, coral-

i reefrestoration and threatened spe-
' cies. The center hosts professors and
| leading researchers from around the
- world so they can share the latest in
' biodiversity research. See some of
"the natural beauty they're fi ghting

. acre Indigenous Eyes
Ecological Park, where 11

: lagoons peek out from the
: lowland tropical forest,

: Rates from $170. punta

: cana.com — BOB FRIEL
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Relax in Harmony

“Our go:;l is to teach b)' i-_*x,umplc,' says Mike

Hartman, co-founder of Tiamo Resorts on remote
Andros Island in the Bahamas. Hidden within a
green tangle of wild sea grapes, mangroves and

coconut palms that flourish on the island are 11 per- :

fect examples of how a resort can effectively com-
bine eco-sensitivity with luxury. Tiamo's beachfront
bungalows integrate solar power and composting
toilets among many other eco-friendly elements,
Each bungalow also has a wraparound porch,
open-air shower and beachy-chic furnishings. To
help guests explore the bonefish flats or inland blue
holes, the resort’s “nature concierges” act as guides.
“Their job is to help integrate guests into Andros,”
Hartman explained. “Each concierge also must
leave alegacy. One established

68

a bottle-recycling program at

the school.” An example worth

following, Rates from $660 are
| nearlyall-inclusive. tiamoresorts
| .com — BRENDA FINE

33

WALK THE WALK

Having already donated $23 million
in cash and in-kind donations to
tackle mammoth environmental
issues like protecting the Arctic

National Wildlife Retuge, outdoor-

gear manufacturer Patagonia could
be forgiven for ignoring the lowly
foot. But their new Lemon Grass
sandal for women —a two-strap

Greek-style flip-flop —is a 12-
ounce masterpiece of eco-art. The
|leather straps come from environ-
mentally sensitive tanneries, the
midsale contains coconut fiber and
latex from hevea tree milk, and
the sole is 70 percent all-natural
latex. $80. patagonia.com — 4D

- Join a Tribe
- InWatam Village, on Papua
© New Guinea's Sepik River,
: your hosts may greet you
- while wearing feathered
. headdresses and grass
- skirts. After, they'll share
| + ancestral dances and show
you how to prepare sago, a
: starchy food from the sago
. palm, The Watam culture
 thrives, thanks in partto
- their relationship with Aus-
. tralian-based Orion Expedi-
- tion Cruises. The company
brings clothing, equipment
¢ and medical assistance
along with their cultur
- ally curious tour groups,
- and landing fees paid by
| Orion support community
- development initiatives,
- such as purchasing school
. materials and agricultural
- supplies. Another plus,
. Orion's boutique-style
: ship, your home base, is

rigged to be environmen-

- tally friendly, recycling

- paper and water and using
. specially designed en-

: gines that promote energy
: efficiency. Cruises from

¢ $5,466. arioncruises.com

i ,aU— JENNIFER BALJKO
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SMELL THE JAVA

Coffees of Hawaii donates
: one percent of its revenues to local
. and environmental nonprofits like

 Surfrider Foundation and The Nature

: Conservancy. But you can do more
. than just buy its coffee to help out:
¢ Tour the b00-acre Molokai plantation
: in Kualapuu in a mule-drawn wagon
: and learn about their pioneering
. method of harvesting overripe fruit,
: ordinarily considered waste. Dur-
© ing the October-through-February
: season, watch as dried beans are
: husked and polished, and breathe
© in the aroma of the roasting room.
. Then head to the cupping room,
- where you'll finally get to sample
__ coffees, Mule
| Drawn Wagon
Tours from $35.
coffeesofhawali

L0 — KSR

Bird Watch

Drink tea on the veranda of

- the Asa Wright Nature Centre & Lodge

- as jewel-colored hummingbirds buzz

- around bird feeders and the loud peal
of the bearded bellbird repeats through
¢ the air. You may spot up to 160 bird

: specics while sta}-‘ing at the center,

- which occupies more than 1500 acres

- of forest and rainforest high up in the
Arima and Aripo Valleys of Trinidad's
: Northern Range, Accommodation fees
¢ paid to this nonprofit conservation

I a]]d Cdlll:a[_iol'l trust hf_‘lp PFCSI_'[\"L‘ thL\

. valley's habitat and bird life. in par-

+ ticular, an important breeding colony
of oilbirds, the world’s only nocturnal,
. fruit-cating bird. Fees also support

© scientists studying at the center’s

: rescarch station; their work has re-

. sulted in over 306 published studies in
© neotropical biology. Rates from §$280.

¢ including all meals. asawright.org — M

PEOPLE WATCH

Through shamanistic ceremonies, the
Mentawai people who live on the island
chain of the same name off Sumatra,
Indonesia, restore harmony between
humans and nature. Travel company
Mentawai Adventure also seeks this

harmony in their eco-minded trips, devel-

oped together with the locals. Through
tourism and employment, the company
provides a sustainable means for the
Mentawai to support their communities
and keep cultural traditions alive. On
12-day treks to traditional villages, a
tattooed medicine man might show you
how to hunt monkey, deer and wild boar
with poison arrows, Later you'll learn
haw to gather the pulp of the sago tree,
the village's main food source. If you're
lucky, you'll witness shamans perform-
ing a sacred ceremony that will rees-
tablish peace and harmony in the jungle

: | after hunting —and perhaps in you, too,
: | Twelve-day treks from $1,560 per person.

mentawaiadveniure.com — JF
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Agrial view of
dJean-Michel Cous-
teau Fiji |slands
Resort. Opposite,
from left: glass
bottom boat; a bure
at the resort; Jean-
Michel Cousteau;
on the reef; on-site

organic




nonors

A Fiji res¢

WITH A NAME LIKE THE Jean-Michel Cousteau Fiji -

Islands Resort, it seems natural that this 25-cottage
haven on Vanua Levu has long been a leader in sustainable

conservation since the mid-20th century, when Jean-Michel's

scuba diving and taught the world about the
importance of protecting the marine envi-

: three of the more than 200 employees are Fijians. Free

unge Into the Depths

s the Cousteau Lmn

In an effort to build strong community relationships, all bur

i 5p-tcia]-

- ized healtheare is regu];l_riy pmvidcd to \-'i“agcs througﬁ a part-
tourism. After all, the Cousteaus have been synonymous with

nership with the nonprofit Savusavu Community Foundation.

¢ The resort fies in doctors who have performed over 1.400 eye
father, ocean explorer Jacques-Yves Cousteau, pioneered :

surgeries, and annual dental clinics have provided nearly 4,000
children with fluoride treatments.
Community involvement is also an integral

ronment. At the resort, the palm-thatched,
fan-cooled bures (Fiji-style cotrages) that
gaze out at Savusavu Bay were constructed
with plantation-harvested rimbers. Solar en-
ergy provides the hor water, and wastewater —
flushed through a coconut-husk filter irrigates
the resort’s organic vegetable gardens. Even
the pools, where you can practice your scuba-
diving techniques or cool off with your kids, are
treated with special saltwater ch lorinators. All
of these practices prevent contaminated runoff
into Savusavu Bay, a scuba-diving mecca and
the repured soft-coral capital of the world.

The resort is also a leader in environmental
education. A full-time marine biologist con-

t‘j'

Participating in a
rOUsing war dance
and dlmnnm
coconut cupfuls
kava with the
fir el |{”lk st pe UE"]L'
in the Pacibic are
activities as impor:
tant as .ulmnmu
the scarlet sea fans
and learning about
CONSEervation.

ducts rescarch in the marine-protected area immediately ad- :
jacent to the resort, educates guests about marine ecology and
visits nearby villages and schools to help the local Fijians — most
. together with his wife, Karen, manages the resort, "But when

of whom are subsistence fishermen and farmers — understand

part of the guest experience, Niumaia Kavika,
a Fijian medicine man and the resort’s eul-
tural guide, offers guests a chance to visit a lo-
cal village and learn about traditional life and
Customs. ‘I.]"lf.‘ tour was dCV";']l)PEd mn C(}ﬂ.j'ﬂnc‘
tion with the villagers themselves as a means
of highlighting and preserving their culture; it
also brings income directly into the commu-
nity through rour fees and craft purchases.
So_even if you're a die-hard diver, plan to
\tﬂ‘\ﬁ“lr T!'I".I.‘ik ".I.I'Ld I'I.”"b at IL‘.'L‘at one d&\' Ci.'l.ll'—
ing your stay. Participating in a rousing war
dance and duwmng coconut cupfuls of mind-
numbing kava alongside some of the friendli-
est people in the Pacific is just as important at
the Jean-Michel Coustean Fiji Islands Resort as admiring the

scarlet sea fans and learning about the mangroves’ role in reef

conservation. “Sure, we're an eco-resort,” says Greg Taylor, who

the economic benefits of a healthy reef system. The resortalso @ Sandra Bullock and Robert Redford come down here, they

collects a usage fee from divers and uses the revenue to fund reef

- come for the human experience. Thﬁ'}-‘ come to connect with

protection programs and a scholarship fund for village children.
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the Fijians.” Rates from $590. fijiresort.com — Jo
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